
CPEA-ST/10055 Page 1 (7) Submitted - 12-Mar-2019

Eurasia - Two-year project funding 2017 - Annual report 2018

1. Project information

1.1 Key information
Project number CPEA-ST/10055

Project title Developing a sustainable platform for open access publishing in Armenia

Non-academic partners involved in the project
No
Fields of education and training
1: Educational sciences, pedagogy and didactics (207)

Project summary (from the project document)
This project aims at supporting two Armenian Universities (American University of Armenia (AUA)
and Public Administration Academy of the Republic of Armenia (PAARA) as they develop institutional
repositories and sustainable mandates for Open Access publishing of academic results in their
universities. The Norwegian partner is University of Bergen library (UiB). The project starts with a
survey about attitudes and hindrances to Open Access publishing among academic staff in the two
Universities. This research will be used to develop the most suitable and sustainable workflows, and will
also impact on the advocacy and dissemination activities in the project. The Kick-off meeting will be a
good opportunity to raise awareness of Open Access publishing. In a study trip to Bergen, the partners
will discuss best practices. The project and the research will be disseminated in a relevant conference.
Also, the project will have a well-functioning website to support communication in and about the project.
The expected results are institutional repositories in both Armenian universities; sustainable workflows in
the libraries; and a better awareness of the needs and possibilities in Open Access publishing among the
academic staff. There will be a website and a paper in a peer-reviewed journal.

1.2 Project partners
Main partner institution in Norway
University of Bergen (NO-UiB)
Department: Library
Project coordinator
Name: Landøy, Ane
Gender: Female
Position:
Email: ane.landoy@ub.uib.no
Phone number: +47 5558 2523

Main partner institution outside Norway
American University of Armenia (AM)
Department: AGBU Papazian Library
Project coordinator
Name: Zargaryan, Tatevik
Gender: Female
Position:
Email: tzargaryan@aua.am
Phone number: +374 60 612766
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Network partners
Institution: AM-Public Administration Academy of the Republic of Armenia (AM)
:
Unit: International Relations
Contact person: Khechoyan, Tereza
Gender: Female
Degree: Associate Professor
Position: Vice-rector for Foreign Relations
Email: aspa.paara@gmail.com
Phone number: +37410 22-89-42

1.3 Participants in the project
Name: Galstyan, Hasmik
Gender: Female
Degree: MA
Position: Head of Reference / Circulation services
Institution: AM-American University of Armenia

Name: Hayrapetyan, Heghine
Gender: Female
Degree: M.A. in International Relations
Position: Chief specialist at the Department of International Cooperation and Foreign

Relations
Institution: AM-Public Administration Academy of the Republic of Armenia

Name: Kolesnyk, Svitlana
Gender: Female
Degree: MBA from Norwegian School of Economics
Position: Senior Executive Officer.
Institution: NO-University of Bergen

Name: Nikoghosyan, Gayane
Gender: Female
Degree: M.A.
Position: Chief librarian
Institution: AM-Public Administration Academy of the Republic of Armenia

Name: Repanovici, Angela
Gender: Female
Degree: Dr. ing, Dr. marketing
Position: Professor
Institution: NO-University of Bergen

2. Annual report

2.1 Project implementation
Work plan for the project (from the project document)
1) Research on attitudes of Armenian academics to be conducted by the Bergen team with the support
of the Armenian team.
2) A project web site will be set up.
3) UiB and AUA administrative teams will agree on how to proceed with reporting (to SIU) and finances
4) At the kick-off meeting in Yerevan (hosted by AUA) the results of the research will be presented, to
support the development of Open Access policies and training in the two universities
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5) There will be a study trip to Bergen to learn about best practices (hosted by UiB) and a second
workshop to look at other institutional repositories
6) In the third workshop, in Yerevan, international experts will monitor the work done by the Armenian
teams. Further collaborations will be investigated.
Project progress and deviations
The project work plan will not be changed, as there were no changes to the initial work plan. All the
scheduled tasks were completed or are in progress according to the assigned dates.

The work plan of the project was divided into 8 goals:

The first step was meeting with the team via Skype, where initial project goals were agreed and further
steps were planned.

Then the expert from the University of Brasov with survey monkey conducted an online survey for AUA
and PAARA. The survey was disseminated locally by each institution. The results were collected by the
expert from the University of Brasov and then presented to the team with analysis during the kick-off
meeting in Yerevan, in April 2018.

During the 3-day kick-off meeting team decided on the reporting and financial allocations.

AUA will also create and follow with the project website. The website is updated when there are events
happening. The webpage address is oapa.aua.am.

5 participants went to Bergen, Norway in October for a study trip and training. The main goal of the
training was to present librarians and library representatives the Norwegian experience in establishing an
OA repository and the development stages of the OA policies and mandates.

After the trip, Armenian partners started working on the OA policies and also installed DSpace in
PAARA.

A Creative Commons license expert came to AUA for training with librarians.

2019: Training and an Open Access workshop will be organized in PAARA in mid-April 2019.

A post survey on Research on attitudes of Armenian academics will be conducted by the expert from the
University of Brasov. She will compare pre and post survey results and give her recommendations to the
team, for further policy development considerations.

The third and final meeting will happen in Yerevan in June 2019.
Comments to the budget and expenditure
The 2018 study trip was more expensive than budgeted, because it was prolonged in order to be able
to see more academic libraries in Bergen. This was covered by "savings" in the Kick-off meeting, where
only two from Bergen was present instead of three, and the trip was also combined with a project
meeting in Moldova, sharing the travel costs. The planned 2018 budget for Armenian partners was
83,240 NOK. AUA has received the money and transferred it to PAARA too. Overall for 2018 AUA has
spent 71,008 NOK. The difference is 12,232 NOK that has not been spent. This money will be scheduled
to be spent in 2019 on the post-survey data analysis, development of the Open Access policies and
librarians training on using DSpace.

2.2 Results

2.2.1 Mobility
2.2.2 Courses/programmes
2.2.3 Dissemination and publications
Dissemination
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Title: Developing a sustainable platform for Open Access publishing in Armenia
Main
responsible
partner:

American University of Armenia

Location: Yerevan, Armenia
Link to online
version of
dissemination
(if applicable):

oapa.aua.am

Date
(dd.mm.yyyy): 06/2018

Audience/
Recipent(s): General public

Type of
dissemination: Website

Comments: For dissemination purposes, the project website was created oapa.aua.am. The
website will be used to post about trainings and team meetings that happen in
Yerevan and University of Bergen.

Title: Open Access platforms
Main
responsible
partner:

American University of Armenia and Public Administration Academy of the Republic
of Armenia

Location: Yerevan, Armenia
Link to online
version of
dissemination
(if applicable):

http://dspace.aua.am/ and http://dspace.paara.am/xmlui/

Date
(dd.mm.yyyy): 03/2019

Audience/
Recipent(s): General public

Type of
dissemination: Website

Comments: Major project’s outcome will be a functioning Open Access platforms, developed
by AUA and PAARA, with the help of UiB. The websites will collect all the scientific
outputs of the institutions and make it available for public considering CC License.
The websites will be presented to the PAARA and AUA faculty at the workshop about
Open Access platforms. The workshop will include also OA policies and mandates.
The project itself will be also presented to the Ministry of Education and Science for
further collaboration with other local institutions on establishing the OA platforms
locally.
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Title: Open Access platforms
Main
responsible
partner:

American University of Armenia and Public Administration Academy of the Republic
of Armenia

Location: Yerevan, Armenia
Link to online
version of
dissemination
(if applicable):
Date
(dd.mm.yyyy): 04/2019

Audience/
Recipent(s): General public

Type of
dissemination: Conference/seminar presentation without refereed paper

Comments: The project’s outcome, a functioning Open Access platforms, will be presented to
the PAARA and AUA faculty at the workshop about Open Access platforms. The
workshop will include also OA policies and mandates. The project itself will be also
presented to the Ministry of Education and Science for further collaboration with
other local institutions on establishing the OA platforms locally.
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Title: Open Access Publishing in Armenia Kick-Off Meeting
Main
responsible
partner:

American University of Armenia

Location: Yerevan, Armenia
Link to online
version of
dissemination
(if applicable):

https://newsroom.aua.am/2018/04/30/open-access-publishing-in-armenia-kick-off-
meeting/

Date
(dd.mm.yyyy): 04/2018

Audience/
Recipent(s): General public

Type of
dissemination: Media coverage

Comments: Open Access Publishing in Armenia Kick-Off Meeting
YEREVAN, Armenia � The AGBU Papazian Library and the Public Administration
Academy of RA (PAARA), in cooperation with the University of Bergen, Norway,
organized the first meeting of the two-year project “Developing a Sustainable
Platform for Open Access (OA) Publishing in Armenia” from April 18 to 20, 2018, at
the American University of Armenia (AUA).

The main purpose of the project is to support AUA and PAARA in developing an
OA platform, with policies, legal and management frameworks for the effective and
sustainable operation of a digital institutional repository infrastructure. Moreover,
the successful implementation of this project may serve as a model and encourage
other universities in Armenia to develop OA publishing platforms for their academic
products.

During the meetings, the presenters discussed the results of the survey on OA
publishing at AUA and PAARA, conducted by Angela Repanovici, Professor of
Information Science at Transilvania University of Brasov, Romania, and Tatev
Zargaryan, eLearning and eServices Librarian at AUA. The international speakers
from the University of Bergen � Trude Færevaag, Library Director, and Ane
Landøy, Academic Librarian, shared their knowledge and experience on building an
institutional repository, raising awareness of OA publishing advantages among the
university faculty and students, as well as developing policies and regulations for the
successful implementation of the project.

Electronic Information for Libraries � Intellectual Property (EIFL-IP) Coordinator and
Copyright Service Librarian Hasmik Galstyan moderated a round table discussion
on OA and legal frameworks, during which EIFL-OA coordinator Tigran Zakaryan
introduced the OA Portal of Armenia developed a couple of years ago and shared his
experience and the challenges in collaborating with the authors. In addition, Sarkis
Knyazyan, AUA Faculty, IP expert, and IP Attorney at Knyazyan & Partners IP Law
Firm, and Movses Hakobyan, AUA Law alumni, expert of CC licenses, Research
Lead/Founder at Grandlex Law Firm, offered professional consulting for copyright
clearance and the establishment of anOA depository legally and ethically.
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Title: University Library «opens» in Armenia Armenian library staff visits University of
Bergen Library to learn more about Open Access

Main
responsible
partner:

University of Bergen

Location: Bergen, Norway
Link to online
version of
dissemination
(if applicable):

https://www.uib.no/en/ub/121443/university-library-%C2%ABopens%C2%BB-
armenia

Date
(dd.mm.yyyy): 10/2018

Audience/
Recipent(s): General public

Type of
dissemination: Media coverage

Comments: The University of Bergen Library is working diligently to promote open access to
knowledge. This week, the library represented by project leader Ane Landøy hosts
a study trip from Yerevan, in the project "Developing a sustainable platform for
open access publishing in Armenia", where UiB is a partner. The project period
is 2018-2019 and will support our Armenian colleagues in the development of
Armenian research archives and institutional repositories. At UiB we have BORA
(Bergen Open Research Archive), which is a good example.

The study trip also includes a visit at the Western Norway University of Applied
Sciences Library, and the Library at the Norwegian School of Economics, to share
their experiences.

Publications

Title: Developing a sustainable platform for open access publishing in Armenia
Author(s): Ane Landoy, Angela Repanovici , Tatevik Zargaryan,
Gender: Female
Published date
(mm.yyyy): 05/2019

Link to online
version of
publication:
Peer reviewed: No
Open access
publication: Yes

Joint
publication: Yes

Type of
publication: Scientific report or working paper


